EXTRACTS  OF  LETTERS, 

FROM 

€II1BIE§  BOBEBTiOI 

AND  CHARLES  WILSON, 

ISRAELITE    PREACHERS, 

AUSTRALIA.— 1841. 


From  Charles   Wilson. 


Sydney,  17th  of  1st  month.  I  left  Maitland,  about 
ten  days  since,  and  on  Wednesday  last,  set  out 
for  Penrith ;  a  journey  of  thirty-five  miles,  and 
that,  through  burning  heat.  I  immediately  left  the 
village,  travelled  as  far  as  I  was  able,  slept  in  the 
bush  that  night,  and  returned  to  Sydney  the  next 
day ;  I  scarcely  ever  suffered  so  much  from  the  beat, 
as  at  that  time ;  my  frame  is  very  sore  yet.  I  have 
not  yet  heard  anything  to  contradict  the  report,  of 
Charles  Robertson,  going  to  reside  at  Penrith,  con- 
stantly; but  I  will  not  offer  it  for  truth. 

Two  thousand  sheep,  with  four  hundred  lambs, 
sold  at  5s.  each,  and  the  lambs  into  the  bargain.  (So 
says  the  Sydney  Herald.) 

I  have  reason  to  believe,  that  there  are  deep  plots 
going  on  at  present,  to  stop  the  gathering;  but  they 
cannot  watch  the  motion  of  the  machine.  They 
say,  If  Israel  does  be  gathered,  they  never  will  have 
the  same  power  they  had  before ;  they  are  rather 
astonished  to  see  the  number  on  the  increase,  with- 
out public  preaching. 

I  think  it  will  soon  be  known,  that  all  the  ravenous 
birds  in  this  land,  are  croaking  for  a  sheep's  bead,  if 
they  could  get  it;  but  they  are  likely  to  get  the  flesh 
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of  fat  bulls,  in  a  short  time  ;  the  pastures  are  getting 
burned  up,  with  the  heat,  and  the  cattle  are  likely 
to  horn  one  another  to  death. 

I  can  only  count  sixteen  members,  acting  in  obe- 
dience at  present,  of  those  who  are  made  manifest 
in  this  place.  I  know  that  all  Israel  are  keeping  to 
the  laws. 

My  respecfs  to  the  different  members,  and  when 
the  nail  is  cut  down  and  the  burden  falls,  we  will 
all  rejoice  together,     The  time  is  short  till  then. 

from  the  same. 

Australia,  25th  of  1st  month.  It  is  no  wonder 
that  it  is  called  a  strange  work.  "  God  moves  in  a 
mysterious  way."  "  But  when  the  seventh  angel 
begins  to  sound,  the  mystery  of  God  shall  be  finish- 
ed." The  pains  are  coming  fast,  and  strong,  upon 
the  inhabitants  of  this  land  ;  and  the  cry  of  all  na- 
tions is  the  same.  I  see  the  lowly  shrubs  will  soon 
catch  the  dews  of  heaven  plenteously,  for  the  tall 
trees,  among  whose  roots,  they  scarcely  might  be 
said  to  live,  are  falling  fast,  by  the  force  of  the  great 
invisible  machine  ;  which  laughs  to  scorn,  the  united 
force  of  all  opposing  power,  both  visible  and  invis- 
ible, until  every  obstacle  is  removed  out  of  the  wav. 

None  of  the  authorities,  from  the  ruler  of  the 
land,  down,  have  yet  been  found  to  stand  on  the 
Lord's  side;  but  seem  to  watch  with  a  vulture's 
piercing  eye,  to  pounce  upon  the  prey.  O !  how 
the  evil  rages,  to  see  the  beards  coming  on,  by  odd 
ones,  here  and  there  ;  after,  as  they  thonght,  fright- 
ening all  by  cutting  mine  twelve  times,  by  force ; 
since  that  time,  there  has  been  a  dead  silence  in 
public,  both  with  printers,  rulers,  and  teachers ;  but 
not  so  within  the  walls  of  their  churches  and  dwel- 
ling places. 

I  have  sold  only  a  few  books,  since  I  got  the  last 
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parcel ;  but  when  I  find  people  going  to  distant 
parts,  I  send  some  laws  and  articles  of  faith  with 
them  ;  by  this  means,  and  the  newspapers,  the  word 
is  made  known,  where  they  have  refused  to  send  it. 
Some  might  call  this,  a  day  of  small  things,  but  I 
cannot  do  so  ;  for  although  the  infernal  powers  have 
raged  against  me,  since  I  left  England ;  sometimes 
in  one  instrument,  and  sometimes  in  another.  The 
Lord,  by  his  word,  is  gathering  his  sheep  in  little 
clusters ;  and  he  has  given  me  food  to  eat,  and  rai- 
ment to  put  on.  "  Therefore,  this  stone  which  1 
have  set  up  for  a  pillar,  shall  be  God's  house/' 

Time  seems  to  fly  with  double  speed,  although  it 
has  been  one  continued  scene  of  battle,  since  I  left 
England,  it  appears  as  nothing ;  and  however  un- 
favourable the  reports  may  have  been  given  of  this 
land,  let  all  the  members  know,  that  ere  long,  I  be- 
lieve I  shall  enter  the  camp  with  a  goodly  cluster  of 
grapes,  until  that  time  farewell. 

From  Charles  Robertson. 

Sydney,  28th  of  1st  month.  I  received  your  let- 
ter, dated  28th  of  8th  month,  1840,  informing  me, 
that  a  parcel,  containing  books  and  clothes,  were, 
or  soon  would  be  on  the  way  to  New  South  Wales. 
I  am  glad  to  hear  that  John  Wroe  and  bis  family 
are  all  well,  and  that  he  has  gone  to  other  nations. 

Perhaps  it  will  not  be  trespassing  too  much,  to 
observe,  that  as  the  law  and  gospel,  contain  the  suf- 
ferings and  hardships  of  the  patriarchs,  prophets, 
and  apostles,  and  of  Jesus  Christ  himself ;  as  they 
are  inserted  in  the  word  of  God,  and  which  you 
may  read  at  your  leisure.  Indeed  I  may  mention, 
that  we  have  gone  through  great  sufferings,  from 
both  professors  and  profane,  all  combining  together, 
to  stop  the  progress  of  the  cause  of  God,  by  depri- 
ving  us   of  the   liberty   of  street   preaching,   and 
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making  collections;  and  deciding,  that  our  doing  so, 
is  an  offence  to  be  punished  with  imprisonment ; 
and  such  we  have  suffered,  being  hauled  to  prison, 
by  the  police  magistrates,  and  have  been  shaved 
and  then  liberated  on  being  bound  in  bonds  of  £20. 
to  appear  at  court.  We  are  now  bound  up  by  these 
restrictions,  not  to  preach  out  of  doors,  as  you  may 
have  learned  from  Wilson's  letters.  I  have  slept 
under  a  cart,  it  being  my  bed  tester,  and  the  grass 
my  bed,  the  bark  of  a  tree  we  have  also  used  to 
sleep  on  ;  but  what  sympathy  and  feeling  do  we  re- 
ceive from  you  ?  But  notwithstanding  the  painful 
reflections  such  things  produce,  there  is  one  com- 
fort left,  that  is,  that  the  Lord  God  of  Israel  is,  and 
will  be  merciful  to  his  people.  The  only  alternative 
left  us  here,  at  present,  is  to  get  houses  to  preach 
in,  where  it  may  be  practicable,  and  the  churches 
are  endeavouring  to  stop  this  also,  if  they  can.  Our 
members  are  increasing,  many  have  joined,  and 
some  are  standing  still,  waiting. 

[  rejoice  in  the  kind  regard  of  my  heavenly  Fa- 
ther towards  me,  that  I  am  still  in  the  land  of  the 
living,  although  my  life  has  been  at  times  exposed 
to  imminent  danger.  I  was  one  night  in  particular, 
when  on  my  journey  through  the  bush,  (and  I  sup- 
pose, about  twenty  miles  from  a  town.)  The  house 
I  was  in,  was  beset  by  a  roman  catholic,  who  walked 
all  night  round  the  house,  to  watch  and  catch  the 
bloody  Jew,  (as  he  called  me,)saying,  that  he  would 
have  my  life  if  possible.  The  Lord  was  my  keeper. 
Oh  !  that  the  Omnipotent  arm  of  Jehovah  may  be 
made  bare,  and  bind  the  powers  of  darkness,  that 
Israel  may  be  gathered.  I  believe  and  know,  that 
there  will  be  a  gathering,  according  to  his  word. 

Now  my  dear  friends,  you  that  have  hearts  pos- 
sessed of  humanity,  and  christian  love ;  will  you 
feel  as  brothers  and  sisters  in  Christ,  with  bowels  of 
compassion  for  those  who  are  abroad,  on  such  mis- 
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sions  ?  In  many  of  my  letters,  I  have  written  to  you 
for  certain  things ;  but  you  may  send  as  you  please, 
I  will  not  offend  you  again  by  so  doing,  but  will 
leave  all  in  the  hands  of  the  Most  High,  and  with 
you.  1  would  not  write  this  letter  as  I  have  done, 
but  am  moved  on  by  the  contents  of  your  letters. 
But  the  Lord  still  enables  me  to  retain  my  confi- 
dence in  his  goodness  through  all.  Compare  Heb. 
x.  35.,  with  I  John  v.  4.,  and  observe  the  grand 
design  of  the  Spirit.  Faith  is  to  me  as  the  cloud 
was  to  the  children  of  Israel,  at  the  red  sea,  and  in 
the  wilderness,  and  has  been  both  a  light  to  my  road 
and  a  stimulus  to  my  mind  ;  and  guards  my  body, 
because  1  find  in  Hebrews  xi.,  all  is  said  to  be  done 
by  faith,  that  mighty  spring  of  perpetual  motion,  the 
essence  of  (he  Spirit ;  it  contains  all  the  graces  of  the 
Spirit  of  God  ;  it  is  the  main-spring,  and  puts  them 
all  in  motion  to  God,  and  the  trials  of  the  present 
time,  it  is  sometimes  more  than  man  can  bear;  if  the 
time  was  long,  and  these  sufferings  to  continue,  1 
should  say  with  Paul,  "I  have  a  desire  to  depart, 
and  be  with  Christ,  which  is  far  better."  If  suffer- 
ings and  trials,  are  an  omen  of  the  promised  reward, 
I  can  claim  it ;  but  these  are  best  known  to  myself. 
There  is  a  body  of  about  fourteen  in  number,  where 
I  am  stopping  at  present,  that  is,  at  Penrith. 

I  do  not  like  this  country  as  well  as  Britain,  and 
what  inducement  have  I  to  do  so.  It  suits  them 
that  have  plenty  of  money  ;  but  none  else. 

Remember  me  to  those  who  are  friends  indeed, 
for  God  only  knows  who  they  are,  and  this  is  proved 
by  brotherly  love. 

From  Charles  Wilson. 

West  Maitland,  13th  of  2nd  month.  I  received 
thy  letter  a  few  days  since,  bearing  date  28th  of  8th 
month,  1840,  stating  that  it  was  intended,  that  a  par- 
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eel  should  be  shipped  for  us  in  a  fortnight  after, 
containing  books  and  clothing ;  but  did  not  say,  by 
any  particular  ship ;  if  it  has  been  sent,  I  can  get 
no  intelligence  of  it  yet,  in  any  office  or  store,  in 
Sydney. 

The  last  time  I  left  that  port ;  an  earthquake  was 
sensibly  felt  here,  on  the  28th  of  Jst  month  last,  but 
without  damage;  some  want  to  stifle  the  report 
concerning  it,  lest  it  should  be  any  proof  of  the 
truth  of  the  mission.  1  see  also  by  the  newspapers, 
that  the  scarlet  fever  is  raging  in  Sydney.  Truly 
the  stone  has  given  its  voice  ,  and  the  people  are 
troubled,  and  it  appears  as  if  blood  will  soon  drop 
out  of  the  wood.  The  increasing  motion  of  the 
great  engine,  is  quite  observable,  so  that  if  the 
Egyptian  houses  were  not  full  of  darkness,  there 
would  be  an  horrible  outcry  through  all  the  land, 
before  the  time ;  but  it  is,  as  it  was  in  the  days  of 
Noah  and  Lot.  I  might  write  of  many  things,  such 
as  hurricanes,  the  effects  of  lightning,  islands  disap- 
pearing, mountains  sinking,  earthquakes,  pastures 
of  the  wilderness  burning,  wars,  plague,  distress 
and  perplexity.  I  am  well  aware,  that  all  these 
things  were  written. 

I  have  not  stood  up  in  public  since  my  imprison- 
ment. You  may  inform  those  who  think  me  wor- 
thy of  their  inquiries,  that  I  am  determined  to  have 
the  prize.  So,  if  they  and  I  meet,  it  must  be  at  the 
goal ;  for  I  will  not  turn  to  the  right  or  left,  for  any, 
and  if  they  and  I  are  found  in  obedience,  we  cannot 
fail  to  meet  there;  for  Jesus  said,  "  Whosoever 
doeth  the  will  of  my  Father,  which  is  in  heaven, 
the  same  is  my  brother  and  sister,  and  mother;"  and 
1  say,  wife  and  children  too.  I  love  them  all,  but 
I  love  my  own  life  better  than  all.  Jacob  did  not 
demand  his  wives,  until  he  had  first  served  for  them, 
but  that  was  no  proof  of  his  want  of  love;  and 
though,  I  have  suffered  from  cold   by  night,  and 
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drought  by  day,  none  have  yet  heard  me  complain, 
or  wish,  or  fear ;  however,  let  Satan  rage,  or  laugh, 
the  sheep  must  come  to  the  watering  places ;  for  it 
is  towards  evening,  and  the  great  supper  will  soon 
be  ready,  royal  dainties  for  all  who  have  an  appetite 
to  partake  of  it. 

The  Lord  has  begun  to  make  bare  his  arm  in  this 
place,  and  all  nations  must  soon  acknowledge  his 
power ;  but  not  until  the  north  gives  up,  and  the 
south  keeps  not  back. 

The  gentile  shepherds,  are  now  taking  the  flocks 
from  each  other,  here. 

Since  the  above  was  written,  I  have  been  inform- 
ed, that  the  earthquake,  already  alluded  to,  has  been 
both  powerfully  and  extensively  felt  at  Parramatta, 
eighty-five  miles  from  this  place ;  but  the  report  is 
stifled  as  much  as  possible ;  but  the  more  it  is  con- 
fined, the  greater  will  be  the  explosion.  It  is  said, 
that  at  one  place,  rocks  of  considerable  size  have 
been  cast  forth  from  their  ancient  beds,  and  the  stout 
hearted  minister,  (who  said,  the  laws  of  God  were 
blasphemy,)  ran  from  his  house,  without  his  hat,  in 
great  alarm,  when  he  felt  the  shock. 

With  respects  to  every  member  of  the  mystical 
body  of  Christ,  I  conclude. 

From  Charles  Robertson. 

Penrith,  28th  of  2nd  month.  There  is  great 
pleasure  in  communication  by  letter,  particularly 
with  those  in  whose  welfare  we  are  deeply  interest- 
ed. I  hope  this  will  find  the  servant  of  the  Lord's 
vineyard,  (Isaiah  v.  7.,)  in  health,  with  all  his  family. 
I  hope  I  shall  soon  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  him 
in  this  part  of  the  world. 

Now  John,  many  things  connected  with  old  times 
are  brought  to  my  recollection,  when  thou, Muff, Hol- 
gate,  Tillotson,  Brummitt,and  others,with  myself,  sat 
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and  talked,  at  Ann  Burnley's;  then  were  happy 
times,  and  refreshing  seasons.  Isaiah  xxviii.  12. 
"  This  is  the  rest  wherewith  ye  may  cause  the  weary 
to  rest,  and  this  is  the  refreshing ;  yet  they  would 
not  hear."  When  the  Lord's  Spirit  was  with  thee, 
and  which  I  am  witness  of,  by  their  fulfilment. 

I  will  mention  one  thing,  namely,  when  John 
Brunton,  and  John  Lee,  got  the  sealed  letter,  and 
broke  it  open,  that  they  should  cut  off  their  beards, 
as  said  by  the  Spirit.  I  saw  John  Lee  pull  his  long 
beard  out  of  his  bosom,  (with  a  laugh,)  which  I  told 
thee  (John  VVroe,)  of,  at  Burnley's,  and  thou  said, 
"  If  he  does  not  cut  it  off,  the  Lord  has  not  spoken 
by  me."  This  thou  said  in  my  presence,  and  which 
he  did  cut  off  not  many  months  after.  Why  did  he 
not  keep  it  on,  to  prove  the  prophet  false?  On  a 
time,  when  thou  and  David  Brummitt,  were  leaving 
Ann  Burnley's,  to  proceed  to  Wakefield,  I  followed 
thee  on  the  road  to  Westgate  Hill,  thou  toid  me 
several  times  to  go  back,  but  the  magnet  of  the 
Spirit  drew  me  on,  and  thou  smiled  at  it  to  David 
Brummitt,  and  said,  See  he  will  not  go  back,  nor  cou Id 
I  do  so.  This  I  write  for  the  comfort  of  my  breth- 
ren and  sisters,  of  the  house  of  Israel. 

With  respect  to  this  place,  our  members  are  in- 
creasing according  to  the  word.  They  shall  increase 
and  not  decrease,  as  in  John  iii.  30.  M  He  must  in- 
crease." Isaiah  ix.  7.  "  And  of  the  increase  of  his 
government  and  peace,  there  shall  be  no  end."  The 
enemy  exercises  great  power  in  the  authorities  here, 
in  preventing  our  preaching  out  of  doors,  and  mak- 
ing collections  ;  but  the  Lord  makes  a  way,  by  some 
means  or  other,  to  show,  that  man  cannot  stop  his 
work,  although  they  strive  hard  to  do  so. 

I  am  on  my  way  to  Bathurst,  which  is  about  one 
hundred  and  fifty  miles  from  Sydney,  with  only  one 
or  two  towns,  and  one  village,  and  some  houses  at 
remote  distances,  on  the  road.     I  will  therefore  ask 
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you,  how  is  the  word  to  be  spread  or  carried  here  ; 
but  by  the  mighty  hand  of  God,  being  engaged  to 
help  in  a  wonderful  manner  ?  I  would  advise  you 
to  act  with  caution  in  sending  missionaries  abroad, 
and  particularly  to  this  place,  some  person  to  super- 
intend and  direct;  you  will  find  this  needful,  by  ex- 
perience, if  you  come  here. 

I  preach  when  I  can,  and  as  I  can,  as  God  opens 
the  way,  by  his  mighty  power.  I  have  not  received 
any  clothes  or  books,  as  sent  in  the  last  letter.  No 
parcel  from  you;  but  it  is  time  for  you  to  send  them, 
and  send  them  with  caution,  and  in  cases,  to  this 
place. 

James  Wilson,  has  come  here,  from  Edinburgh, 
and  is  going  to  Port  Philip,  as  gardener  to  a  gentle- 
man ;  he  has  a  wife  and  five  children.  I  have  given 
him  some  books,  to  take  with  him.  From  the  dis- 
tress that  prevails  in  England  perhaps  it  would  be 
better  if  more  were  to  come  out  here,  while  the 
bounty  system  is  continued.  There  is  a  great  com- 
plaint here,  for  want  of  song  books,  and  other  things. 
The  situation  in  which  we  are  placed,  gives  me 
much  proof  of  the  kindness  of  the  Lord,  for  other- 
wise we  should  be  lost  in  dirt  and  filth,  from  the 
heat  and  dust,  or  in  the  heavy  rains  with  mud. 
Working  men  of  all  branches  may  do  well  here,  by 
industry  and  sobriety,  and  save  money  also.  There 
are  numbers  coming  over  here  from  England,  Ire- 
land, and  Scotland,  every  week ;  and  there  are  now 
no  less  than  eighteen  ships  come  into  the  bay  in 
three  days,  to  Sydney  cove.  But  you  will  find  it  to 
be  a  long  voyage.  May  the  Lord  bless  and  protect 
all  that  do  come  here  There  are  fine  crops  this 
season.  The  natives  say,  They  never  witnessed  such 
seasons,  as  the  last  two  years  have  been. 

I  wish  to  have  the  preachers  letters,  that  I  may 
know  who  are  out  on  the  missions,  and  how  they 
succeed.     Why  are  not  my  letters  printed,  and  so 


10  EXTRACTS   OF   LETTERS.  1841. 

many  others  done?  Why  is  this  done?  I  should  like 
to  have  a  letter  from  the  prophet,  if  he  pleases  to 
send  me  one. 

For  the  vineyard  of  the  Lord,  is  the  house  of 
Israel. 

From  Charles   Wilson. 

West  Maitland,  1st  of  3rd  month.  All  the  differ- 
ent events  that  are  now  taking  place,  are  only  the 
fulfilment  of  the  things  that  you  have  written  before 
you. 

Great  fires  have  lately  taken  place  in  this  land, 
spreading  along  the  surface  of  the  ground,  and  burn- 
ing up  the  cattle-feed  to  a  considerable  extent,  in 
some  districts  ;  and  the  poor  blacks  are  blamed  for 
the  most  of  it.  I  saw,  in  one  of  the  Sydney  papers, 
yesterday,  an  account  of  a  very  destructive  tire  in 
Van  Diemen's  Land,  the  writer  seems  to  say,  that  it 
is  beyond  all  human  power  to  stop  it;  although  peo- 
ple are  willing  to  attribute  it  to  anything  but  the 
right  cause;  however,  be  that  as  it  may,  the  pastures 
of  the  wilderness  are  burned  up,  the  herds  of  cattle 
are  perplexed  ;  this  is  both  spiritual  and  temporal ; 
for  both  shepherds  and  flocks  will  soon  know,  that 
it  was  the  word  of  the  Lord  they  iought  against ; 
and  it  will  shortly  be,  as  with  the  priest,  so  with  the 
people,  both  will  soon  be  poor  alike,  their  poverty 
is  now  coming  upon  them,  like  an  armed  man. 
And  I  now  see,  that  a  man  may  do  harm  in  a  field, 
without  going  into  it ;  for  Sampson  sent  the  foxes 
in  by  night,  and  some  of  them  suspected  him  of  it. 

I  received  a  letter  from  Margaret,  dated  29th  of 
9th  month,  1840;  I  received  another  from  her  when 
I  was  in  prison,  and  two  or  three  before  that  time, 
and  I  must  truly  say,  that  her  language  was  melting ; 
it  is  as  a  woman  forsaken,  and  grieved  in  Spirit ;  but 
I  cannot  hearken  to  any  voice,  but  that  which  com* 
etb  forth  from  the  horns  of  the  altar. 
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The  state  of  the  mission  here,  is  according  to  the 
word.  The  wheel  seems  scarcely  to  move ;  yet, 
every  day,  there  is  an  adding  to.  I  met  a  man  yes- 
terday, with  three  or  four  months  beard  on,  I  asked 
his  reason  for  wearing  it,  he  said  he  had  heard  the 
word,  when  I  stood  up  before  I  went  to  prison,  he 
says  he  never  will  cut  it  again,  that  he  will  come  to 
see  me  in  a  few  days,  and  intends  to  give  in  his 
name.  There  would,  I  believe,  be  something  like 
a  rushing  of  the  people  here,  but  the  evil  is  too 
strong  for  them  ;  until  the  appointed  time  comes, 
for  God's  magnet  to  be  let  go,  to  draw  them  out. 

I  sent  another  piece  to  the  press  last  week;  but 
they  have  neither  inserted  it,  nor  returned  it  to  me ; 
perhaps  there  has  enough  gone  forth  for  some  time, 
and  they  are  permitted  to  be  stopped,  to  show,  that 
the  God  of  Israel  can  conquer  by  many  or  by  few, 
lest  man  should  be  lifted  up  in  his  heart  and  say, 
my  hand  hath  done  it.  There  are  plots  formed  at 
this  time,  but  in  vain.  "  He  that  sitteth  in  the  hea- 
vens, shall  laugh  ;  the  Lord  shall  have  them  in  de- 
rision." 

Since  writing  the  above,  I  have  been  informed, 
that  a  team  of  bullocks  and  dray  were  thrown  up 
some  height  from  the  earth  by  the  shock  of  the 
earthquake  mentioned  in  my  last  letter,  and  that 
they  fell  down  without  receiving  any  damage.  This 
should  have  happened  near  Maplebrook,  about 
seventy  miles  from  this  place;  but  I  feel  rather  in- 
clined, at  present,  to  pass  over  such  things,  until 
some  future  time,  when  I  will  not  need  to  write 
with  ink  and  pen. 

From  the  same. 

West  Maitland,  24th  of  3rd  month.  I  rejoice  to 
say,  that  since  I  wrote  my  last,  there  are  two  more 
females,  who  have  subscribed  with  their  hands  to 
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the  Lord,  and  the  husband  of  one  of  them,  will,  I 
expect,  also  join  before  this  crosses  the  line. 

See  how  the  scriptures  are  fulfilling.  I  mention- 
ed my  imprisonment  in  a  former  letter,  and  now  in- 
form thee,  that  since  that  time,  the  chief  constable 
got  shot,  in  the  loins  ;  the  lawyer  got  shot,  through 
the  two  cheeks  ;  and  two  of  the  magistrates  are  now 
in  prison,  for  debt :  their  boasting  will  soon  come 
down  in  this  land.  An  ecclesiastical  war  is  now  de- 
clared here,  about  the  salaries  ;  they  say,  they  can- 
not know  what  these  times  will  turn  to.  "Surely, 
the  mountain  falling,  cometh  to  naught."  All  faces 
gather  blackness,  and  no  way  appears,  to  escape  the 
impending  ruin.  Surely,  the  Lord  is  now  making 
a  difference  between  cattle  and  cattle. 

I  see  all  things  are  going  on  well ;  the  stuff  is 
preparing  in  the  field,  and  it  will  soon  be  brought 
down  to  the  building. 

I  delayed  writing  this,  for  several  days,  not  know- 
ing but  I  might  have  to  go  to  Sydney,  and  partly 
expecting  a  letter  from  the  press,  as  it  was  said,  in 
the  last  I  had  from  you,  that  a  parcel  was  intended 
to  be  sent,  containing  books  and  clothing ;  but  up 
to  this  time,  I  have  not  received  any  further  infor- 
mation concerning  them.  But  time  flies,  and  I  look 
forward  to  that  day,  when  all  these  little  inconveni- 
ences will  pass  away,  and  the  bride  and  bridegroom, 
rejoice  together. 

I  wrote  the  foregoing  part  of  this  letter  yesterday 
afternoon ;  and  in  the  evening,  the  male  whom  I  ex- 
pected to  join,  gave  in  his  name.  I  intend,  shortly, 
to  visit  Brooks'  Flat,  I  have  been  there  three  times, 
and  left  them  some  books  to  read,  I  think  there  are 
some  there,  and  it  is  time  they  should  come  forth. 

The  editor  of  the  newspaper,  who  voted  for  my 
beard  to  be  taken  off,  (he  being  in  prison,  at  that 
time,  for  a  libel,)  fell  into  disrepute,  and  is  now  su- 
perseded and   replaced  by  another,  in  his  editorial 
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office,  as  appears  by  a  late  paper.  So  you  may  see, 
that  the  Lord  is  working  on  the  right  and  left, 
though  they  refuse  to  see  his  hand. 

Another  male  has  given  his  name,  since  I  made 
the  above  remark.  Surely,  the  Lord  will  work, 
and  none  can  hinder.  The  south  begins  to  keep 
not  back,  and  the  sons  and  daughters,  will  be  brought 
from  the  ends  of  the  earth. 

I  have  no  doubt,  but  1  will  have  more  good  news 
to  send  in  my  next.  With  humble  respects,  1  re- 
quest to  be  remembered  to  ail  the  members,  even 
all  who  walk  in  obedience. 

From  Charles  Robertson. 

Penrith,  29th  of  3rd  month.  I  have  to  inform 
you,  that  I  have  not  yet  received  any  parcel  from 
England,  this  year. 

The  enemies  of  the  Lord  have  had  great  power 
put  into  their  hands,  by  Satan  working  on  them, 
against  the  visitation,  in  preventing  preaching  out  of 
doors,  and  selling  books;  as  being  unlawful  in  this 
place.  So,  I  give  them  away,  trusting  in  the  Lord, 
to  make  a  way  through  that  thick  cloud  of  persecu- 
tion raised  in  this  colony,  by  the  fumes  of  Satan.  But 
I  still  trust  in  the  power  of  the  Most  High,  for  a 
time  of  deliverance  soon  to  Israel ;  the  time  of  their 
redemption  draweth  nigh.  I  feel  confident  that  the 
Lord  will  accomplish  the  fulfilment  of  all  his  prom- 
ises, in  due  time,  to  the  house  of  Israel,  the  prom- 
ised seed  of  immortality.  Michael  now  stands  up, 
for  the  children  of  his  people.  I  hope,  (if  you  have 
not  already  done  so,)  you  will  send  books,  and  all 
things  necessary  for  a  body  of  people.  Many  per- 
sons sign,  and  some  fall  off,  as  declared  in  Matthew 
xiii.  19 — 21.  This  is  a  time  of  great  evil.  Matt, 
xxiv.  12.  "  Because  iniquity  shall  abound,  the  love 
of  many  shall  wax  cold."     I  should  like  to  hear  how 
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all  the  preachers  are  getting  on,  in  their  respective 
missions ;  if  you  please,  do  send  me  word.  Excuse 
this  short  letter.  I  hope  to  send  more  in  the  next. 
I  am  happy  to  hear,  that  the  messenger  of  the 
nations  has  returned  from  America. 

From  Charles   Wilson, 

Moorebank,  near  Liverpool,  17th  of  4th  month. 
I  expected  to  have  had  to  go  to  Penrith,  at  this  time, 
but  it  seems  as  if  I  must  return  to  Sydney  first. 

It  is  now  time,  that  some  of  the  parcels  should 
appear. 

When  leaving  Maitland,  I  neglected  to  bring  the 
remaining  printed  forms  of  certificates  with  me, 
(they  had  been  so  much  damaged  on  the  passage, 
that  they  are  scarcely  fit  for  use,)  instead  of  which, 
I  hope  the  following  will  be  accepted,  it  is  signed 
by  the  first  fruits,  brought  forth  in  this  land. 

How  wonderful  is  this  work,  how  little  did  I  once 
think,  I  should  see  the  glorious  day  of  Israel's  re- 
demption ;  astonishment,  beyond  description,  that  I 
am  permitted  to  subscribe  myself,  thine,  in  the  bonds 
of  the  covenant. 

From  the  same. 

West  Maitland,  14th  of  5th  month.  The  follow- 
ing is  an  account  of  the  number  of  members  in  each 
society  or  body  : — 

Moorebank,  males  3,  females  3,  total   6 
Sydney,  do.  Jl,       do.       6,    do.   17 

Maitland,  do.     8,       do.       4,    do.  12 

Total  35 
J  have  omitted  the  names  of  the  two  dead  men,  of 
whose  death,  I  think  I  made  mention  before.     I 
have  not  seen  or  heard  of  Abraham  Benson,  since 
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he  gave  bis  name.  Thus,  I  have  endeavoured  to 
give  a  true  account  of  the  people  in  the  Sydney, 
Liverpool,  and  Maitland,  districts. 

From  Charles  Robertson. 

Bathurst,  I6th  of  6th  month.  Since  my  last,  1 
have  been  across  the  Blue  Mountains,  which  is  a 
Jong,  tedious,  and  lonesome,  journey,  through  a 
gloomy  bush,  and  about  three  hundred  miles  from 
Sydney,  and  back  again  to  all  places.  I  called  at 
Bathurst  and  Kelso,  the  river  dividing  them.  You 
wish  me  to  write  every  month,  but  this  I  cannot  do, 
in  consequence  of  my  going  to  such  places  as  these, 
and  the  cross  roads  postage. 

I  may  say,  That  the  communications  are  fulfilling 
in  this  part  of  the  world,  as  well  as  in  Britain.  The 
enemies  of  Zioiv  have  taken  up  arms,  to  unite  in 
the  war  with  tire  prince  pf  darkness ;  but  the  great 
Prince  shall  prevail,  for  he  is  now  standing  up,  for 
the  children  of  God's  people;  the  seed  of  Abraham, 
Isaac,  and  Jacob,  the  promised  seed.  The  enemies 
have  left  no  means  untried  to  stop  the  progress  of 
the  blessed  cause  of  the  God  of  Israel ;  but  as  Paul 
said,  "  Who  hath  resisted  his  will  ?"  Romans  ix.  19. 

The  number  of  members  increases  with  the  time, 
the  Lord  has  set  the  leaven  to  work.  In  this  place, 
(Bathurst,)  some  have  joined  the  covenant,  notwith- 
standing ail  the  opposition  from  priests  and  minis- 
ters. One  of  our  friends,  named  Thomas  Frost,  is 
going  to  take  them  a  parcel  of  books,  for  their  Sab- 
bath Meetings,  and  which  is  one  hundred  miles, 
from  his  bouse,  at  Penrith,  he  means  to  ride  one  of 
his  horses,  and  spend  a  few  days  with  the  friends 
there,  they  behaved  very  well  to  me  when  I  was 
among  them,  in  that  part  of  the  country.  But  how 
did  I  travel  such  a  distance  ?  Seeing  there  is  but 
one  town  anc|  a  small  village  between  Sydney  and 
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Bathurst.  I  will  inform  you,  at  the  Stockade,  with 
the  soldiers,  and  the  convicts,  ironed  gangs,  and 
prisoners,  who  are  employed  working  on  the  roads, 
and  I  slept  with  the  Soldiers,  or  in  their  barracks, 
and  preached  to  them,  and  to  the  convicts  m  their 
irons,  after  their  work  in  the  barracks.  In  other 
places,  I  was  with  the  police,  at  their  stations  on  the 
road  side,  these  men  are  mounted  police,  employed 
to  chase  the  bush  rangers ;  who  infest  the  roads,  and 
rob,  and  often  murder  the  travellers.  But  the  Lord 
covers  me,  as  with  a  cloud,  (I  think,)  both  night 
and  day.  So  you  may  judge  how  we  travel,  I  mean 
John  Tuckwell  and  I,  but  not  together.  On  return- 
ing from  Bathurst,  the  first  day's  stage  was  about 
twenty  miles,  and  the  day  short;  I  went  to  an  Inn, 
had  my  supper,  bed,  and  breakfast,  there,  and  how 
much  do  you  think  the  charge  was  fbr  these  ?  Ex- 
actly 8s.  Now  reflect  on  this,  and  ask  yourselves, 
how  can  an  Israelite  preacher  pay  such  bills. 

Let  the  preachers  be  well  trained  in  Scotland,  be- 
fore you  send  them  to  other  nations  as  missionaries. 
But  I  bless  God,  through  the  leaven  of  the  woman, 
mentioned  in  Matthew  xiii.33.  "  The  kingdom  of 
heaven  is  like  unto  leaven,  which  a  woman  took* 
and  hid,  in  three  measures  of  meal,  till  the  whole 
was  leavened."  And  which  the  Lord  set  to  work 
about  the  years  1792,  1822;  I  mean,  the  female,  the 
virgin  Spirit  descending  from  the  side  of  the  bride- 
groom, (Jesus,)  or  the  second  Eve  ;  this  leaven  will 
leaven  the  whole  lump  of  the  twelve  tribes  of  the 
house  of  Israel.  Romans  xi.  16.  "  For  if  the  first 
fruit  be  holy,  the  lump  is  also  holy  ;  and  if  the  root 
be  holy,  so  are  the  branches,"  of  the  vine,  Jesus, 
the  immortal  tree  of  life.  John  xv.  1.  u  I  am  the 
true  vine,  and  my  Father  is  the  husbandman.1' 

John,  thou  sayest,  thou  wilt  see  me  face  to  face, 
I  am  happy  to  hear  this.  I  will  do  all  I  can  to  make 
thee  comfortable.     The  Lord  has  prepared  a  place 
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for  thee,  at  Penrith.  Come  as  soon  as  thou  wilt* 
Thomas  Frost,  and  James  Mc  Manus,  are  the  only 
persons  among  the  friends  here,  possessing  proper- 
ty, Thomas  lives  at  Penrith,  where  thou  art  to  come 
and  remain. 

Names  of  our  friends  here.  John  Tuckwell  and 
his  wife,  first  name  to  me — Robert  Register,  New 
Zealand,  joined  11th  of  10th  month,  1839 — Nancy 
Wilson,  16th  of  11th  month,  1839— Harriet  Hans- 
ford, 27th  of  4th  month,  1840— William  Mc  Ewin, 
14ihof6th  month,  1840— Thomas  Mc  Ewin,  and 
Susan  bis  wife,  28th  of  6th  month,  1840 — John 
Morgan,  17th  of  7th  month,  1840 — Elizabeth  Ernes 
Mc  Manus,  29th  of  7th  month,  1840— Thomas 
Frost,  18th  of  10th  month,  1840— Uriah  Foley,  20th 
of  10th  month,  1840 — George  Frost,  and  his  wife, 
8th  of  11th  month,  1840— Sarah  Frost,  13th  of  11th 
month,  1840 — Robert  Frost,  same  date — John  Bar- 
nabas Hoe,  same  date — Michael  Hopkins,  4tb  of 
12th  month,  1840 — Gore  Greystock,  and  his  wife, 
12th  of  12th  month,  1840— in  all  19  members. 

Sydney  and  Penrith  body,  Henry  Frost,  and  his 
wife,  1st  of  1st  month,  1841 — William  Moss,  and 
his  wife,  1 9th  of  3rd  Month,  1841 — Jane  Burges, 
21st  of  3rd  month,  1841 — in  all  5  members. 

Batburst,  James  Massey,  signed,  and  2  females — 
Barnes,  perhaps  more  by  this  time. 

From  the  same. 

West  Maitland,  28th  of  7th  month.  I  am  almost 
at  a  loss  how  to  write  to  you,  seeing  the  length  of 
time,  and  distance  I  am  from  you,  and  not  receiving 
either  clothes  or  books  ;  but  I  believe  the  judge  of 
all  will  do  right  in  the  end,  and  which  is  near  at 
hand. 

Since  I  came  from  the  Blue  Mountains,  1  have 
taken  a  voyage  to  Maitland,  where  Wilson  has  been 


18  EXTRACTS   OF   LETTERS.  1841. 

residing,  and  he,  and  the  man  with  whom  he  has 
been  lodging  say,  they  are  corning  to  England,  by 
the  next  Whitsuntide.  The  whole  colony  is  in  an 
uproar  by  this  man  selling  his  property,  to  go  to 
Jerusalem.  I  believe  the  man  to  be  sincere  in  his 
mind.  It  emptied  my  purse  to  go  to  Maitland,  by 
the  packet,  the  fare  being  12s.  6d.,  or  about  30s.  to 
go  there  arid  back  again.  I  put  up  hand-bills, 
and  preached  in  a  large  room,  supposed  to  contain 
about  three  or  four  hundred,  in  and  out  of  doors  ; 
but  made  no  collection,  for  some  said,  "  There 
comes  another  money  hunter/'  This  was  the  first 
time  1  had  been  there  to  preach  ;  the  Magistrates 
would  not  give  their  assent,  so  I  preached  in  doors, 
and  trusted  to  the  God  of  Israel  tor  protection,  as  I 
always  do,  and  may  praise  his  goodness. 

It  is  said,  as  truth,  that  Wilson  is  coming  home 
to  his  family,  but  some  think  he  is  in  a  decline,  or 
consumption,  having  a  violent  cough,  he  looks  like 
a  dying  man  at  present. 

I  wish  to  know  the  reason  of  your  neglect  to  the 
missionaries,  so  far  from  home,  or  why  you  do  not 
send  the  laws,  &c,  for  the  bodies  already  estab- 
lished ?  I  hope  I  shall  stand  to  the  end  of  the  battle 
for  my  blessed  God,  though  I  have  much  to  ga 
through.  So,  I  have  sufficiently  told  you,  now  and 
before,  the  state  of  this  colony,  and  I  will  leave  it 
with  the  Lord  and  you,  I  have  done  my  part.  All 
other  religions,  get  tolerated  in  England,  for  reli- 
gious privileges,  by  the  laws  of  England  ;  but  we 
are  left  to  stand  against  the  authorities,  and  the  en- 
mity of  all  other  sects  of  religion.  If  God  were 
not  to  help,  what  should  we  do.  I  hope  my  next 
will  be  on  a  different  subject.  May  the  Lord  bless 
Zion  in  all  her  assemblies.     Amen. 
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From  Charles   Wilson. 

Moorebank,  near  Liverpool,  30th  of  8th  month. 
As  to  my  feelings,  I  need  iMt,  nor  can  I  express 
them  ;  but  this  I  will  say,  If  my  breathing  was  like 
the  eagle's  flight,  I  would  visit  you  quickly,  and  were 
I  permitted,  I  would  carry  with  me,  those  who  have 
stood  fast  from  the  beginning,  neither  turned  they, 
iti  the  day  of  my  trial,  or  imprisonment ;  bu,t  it  is 
written  in  the  law,  "Be  ready  against  the  third  day/* 

No  parcel  bad  reached  Sydney.  I  am  not  with- 
out clothing,  and  I  have  kept  a  few  books  for  those 
who  may  be  drawn  into  the  work,  that  they  may  be 
fed  on  the  word,  and  grow  thereby. 

A  disorder  which  the  doctors  call  the  scarleteena, 
has  carried  off,  if  reports  be  true,  thousands  of  chil- 
dren, in  Sydney,  and  is  extending  itself  to  other 
towns  also. 

Every  purpose  of  man  seems  to  fail,  in  thi-  land, 
people  say,  They  do  not  know  what  to  make  of  if. 
J  spoke  to  James  Avery,  and  wife,  upon  the  subject 
of  sending  their  directions,  where  parcels  might 
find  them;  but  they  say,  They  are  determined  on 
going  to  England,  as  soon  as  the  Lord  opens  the 
way  for  them.  Harriet  Hansford,  says  the  same  ; 
but  why  do  I  say  any  thing,  as  I  know  the  Lord  will 
raise  up  instruments  to  receive  the  parcels,  and  per- 
form all  requisite  duties. 

From  the  same. 

Maitland,  31  sf  of  10th  month.  As  the  sun,  moon, 
and  stars,  move  in  their  spheres,  and  cannot  be  in- 
terrupted by  any  artifice  of  man,  such  is  the  state  of 
things  in  this  quarter  of  the  globe ;  but  as  men  how- 
ever, formed  their  own  conjectures,  in  opposition  to 
the  truth,  in  former  ages,  so  it  is  now ;  notwith- 
standing, all  things  are  going  according  to  the  word* 
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The  people  say,  They  have  not  seen  such  distress- 
ing times,  in  this  land  before.  Many  plans  have 
been  laid  to  avert  the  daily  increasing  evils,  which 
they  are  willing  to  attribute  to  any  cause,  but  the 
true  one. 

The  word  has  been  declared,  and  the  work  is 
going  on.  Now  what  wait  I  here  for?  Seeing  I 
have  no  rest  in  my  spirit.  I  do  not  know  yet,  what 
conveyance  I  may  have,  whether  it  may  be  quick, 
or  slow  ;  but  if  it  should  be  as  the  eagle's  flight,  it 
will  be  all  the  better. 

Emigrants  are  pouring  in  here  fast,  and  many  are 
already  without  employment.  There  has  been  a 
heavy  drought,  and  it  is  said,  That  many  cattle 
have  died  in  consequence  of  it. 

The  friends,  at  Maitland,  send  their  respects  to 
the  friends  in  England.  We  are  looking  forward 
with  anxious  expectation  for  that  day,  when  brothers 
and  sisters,  shall  meet  and  rejoice  together. 

From  Joseph  Holgate. 

Penrith,  4th  of  12th  month.  I  left  Glasgow,  on 
the  20th  of  7th  month,  and  I  got  into  Jackson's  Bay, 
on  the  6th  of  11th  month,  which  was  a  voyage  of 
about  sixteen  weeks.  We  had  very  fine  weather 
until  we  came  near  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and 
then  it  was  very  rough,  the  vessel  was  nearly  on  one 
end  in  the  gale,  and  the  captain,  as  I  was  informed, 
thought  they  could  not  save  her,  it  was  night  when 
the  storm  came  on,  and  the  sails  were  all  up,  when 
we  were  taken  unprepared,  by  a  dreadful  head  wind. 
This  causes  me  to  think  of  Luke  xii.  40.  "  Be  ye 
therefore  ready  also,  for  the  Son  of  Man  cometh  at 
an  hour  when  they  think  not."  This  is  a  very  great 
caution  to  me,  and  I  hope  the  Lord  will  keep  this 
light  before  me.  We  were  greatly  protected  by 
the  Lord.     On  our  way,  the  people  expected  to  see 
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me  poorly,  but  not  finding  it  so,  they  began  to  ask 
me,  if  I  was  not  poorly  ?  I  told  them,  I  was  not ; 
they  thought  I  was  too  old  to  stand  the  sea.  There 
was  not  any  person  from  England,  on  the  vessel,  but 
myself. 

I  preached  once  on  board,  and  two  persons  gave 
their  names  before  we  landed.  I  was  very  careful 
to  give  them  such  meat  as  they  were  able  to  eat;  one 
of  them  is  a  coach  and  cart  maker,  and  house  car- 
penter. The  Lord  h?s  said,  that  when  his  word  is 
sown,  some  seeds  drop  into  the  ground,  which  is 
the  heart ;  then  when  the  showers  of  God's  Spirit 
come  on,  it  springs  up.  The  people  were  very 
friendly  with  me,  on  the  voyage,  alter  they  came  to 
know  me. 

When  I  got  to  Sydney,  I  sent  a  letter,  to  a  Mrs. 
Brown,  and  she  sent  the  letter  to  John  Taylor,  and 
he  came  to  the  vessel  in  a  boat,  the  following  morn- 
ing, desiring  me  to  go  with  him  ;  so  I  went  and  got 
permission  from  the  captain,  to  return  in  the  after- 
noon. I  accompanied  John  to  his  house,  and  re- 
turned  in  due  time.  I  then  bad  to  remain  in  the 
vessel  two  days  longer,  when  I  got  my  goods,  and 
one  of  the  men  who  had  given  me  his  name,  went 
with  me  to  his  wife,  and  from  that  to  John  Taylor's, 
whose  wife  got  us  our  suppers  and  breakfasts,  and 
they  paid  for  it,  and  refused  to  let  me  do  so — and  a 
woman  came  in,  from  whom  they  got  a  room  to 
lodge  in,  for  a  few  nights,  until  they  could  procure 
one ;  this  woman  had  been  in  the  visitation,  but  had 
left  it,  she  gave  the  Israelites  such  a  bad  character, 
that  this  man's  wife  will  not  speak  to  me,  and  if  I 
go  near  the  house  she  gets  out  of  the  way, 

I  have  been  at  Maitland,  where  Charles  Wilson 
was  living,  and  preached  there ;  the  people  heard 
the  word  very  gladly,  there  are  two  left  at  that  place, 
who  are  very  willing  to  do  as  the  Lord  commands 
them,  and  there  are  two  in  Sydnev,  who   say,  they 
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will  do  the  same ;  and  two  at  Liverpool,  who  say 
likewise;  and  four  also,  at  Penrith,  who  will  do 
the  same. 

I  have  preached  in  Sydney,  within  doors,  (they 
will  not  allow  them  to  preach  out,  either  in  Sydney 
or  Maitland,)  I  have  preached  at  Penrith,  both  with- 
in doors  and  without;  but  I  had  not  many  hearers. 
I  am  going  to  Liverpool,  to  preach  there,  with  the 
help  of  God.  I  have  not  seen  Charles  Robertson, 
yet ;  however,  I  have  heard  from  him. 

Give  my  kind  love  to  all  the  friends,  and  tell  them 
I  am  well  in  health.  I  have  now  received  a  letter 
from  Bathurst,  (which  is  about  one  hundred  miles 
hence,)  where  Charles  Robertson  is,  and  it  gives  us 
to  understand,  that  he  and  two  sheep,  were  seeking 
lost  sheep,  and  they  found  five,  all  at  one  house, 
who  have  now  joined,  and  got  put  into  the  right 
road.  Charles  Robertson,  and  some  of  the  sheep 
with  him,  are  coming  to  see  us  here,  and  then,  I  ex* 
pect,  I  shall,  with  the  help  of  God,  go  there  for  a 
time.  Now,  I  have  given  you  a  short  account  of 
things, -with  the  simple  way  that  God  has  given  me. 

We  the  undersigned,  The  captain,  and  surgeon 
superintendent,  on  board  the  barque  Trinidad,  from 
Glasgow  to  Sydney,  with  emigrants ;  have  much 
pleasure  in  hereby  testifying  our  esteem,  for  the 
very  commendable  and  exemplary  conduct,  which 
Joseph  Holgate  has  shown,  during  the  voyage, 
amongst  bis  fellow  passengers,  and  we  consider  him 
a  person  of  strictly  moral  character,  and  have  great 
pleasure  in  giving  him  this  certificate. 

Signed — James  Brown,  captain  commander,  and 
Alexander  Raphel,  surgeon. 

Extracts  from  John  TuckweWs  journal. 

10th  of  6th  month,  1839.  I  was  shut  out  from  my 
worldly  calling  at  Parramatta. 
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11  th  of  6th  month.  I  was  moved,  (I  believe,  by 
the  Spirit  of  truth,)  to  commence  preaching  the 
second  coming  of  Christ,  to  reign  upon  earth,  and 
the  binding  of  Satan,  for  a  thousand  years.  And 
to  renounce  my  connexion  with  those  who  were 
looking  for  the  common  salvation.  It  appears,  that 
Charles  Robertson,  and  Charles  Wilson,  sailed  from 
England,  the  same  day,  for  Sydney.  About  the  be- 
ginning of  1840,  I  signed  the  covenant. 

Sydney,  15th  of  3rd  month,  1840.  Robertson, 
and  I  preached  in  Hyde  Park,  Sydney,  at  3  p.  m., 
and  6  p.  m.,  to  a  great  number  of  people. 

Tuesday,  17th.  I  preached  teii  times  in  the  streets 
and  lanes  of  Sydney,  betwixt  9  a.  m.,  and  2  p.  m., 
Beginning  at  the  house  in  which  I  was  born>  in  Pitt 
Street,  North,  (born  10th  of  8th  month,  1799.) 

Charles  Robertson  and  I  were  at  Richmond,  and 
while  Charles  was  preaching  in  the  street,  a  man 
came  and  lay  down  at  our  feet,  as  though  he  was 
licking  the  dust,  and  said,  "  These  are  the  servants 
of  the  Lord  God  of  Jacob.1'* 

James  Mc  Manus,  testifies,  that  be  had  heard  me 
preach  the  same  things,  which  he  read  in  the  pub- 
lications of  the  visitation,  and  wanted  to  join  with 
me  before  they  came ;  but  I  told  him  to  wait,  for  I 
expected  others  from  England,  to  join  with  me  in 
the  work,  and  then  a  society  would  be  formed. 

The  authorities  are  endeavouring  to  hinder  us  ; 
but  as  it  was  in  Egypt,  so  it  is  with  us,  increasing. 
I  pray  God,  that  we  may  all  shortly  come  into  the 
unity  of  the  Spirit,  the  bond  of  peace,  and  in  right- 
eousness of  life,  that  the  bride  may  be  adorned  for 
her  husband.     Amen. 

From  the  same. 

Penrith,  I  beg  leave  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  the  clothing,  books,  license,  &c.  as  per  invoice, 
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by  Joseph  Holgate,  and  I  feel  grateful  to  the  God 
of  Israel  for  his  kindness,  in  sending  me  a  change 
of  raiment,  in  this  time  of  need,  and  likewise,  that 
he  has  counted  me  worthy  of  a  part  in  the  ministry 
of  reconciliation.  Blessed  be  the  Lord  God  of 
Israel,  who  has  redeemed  his  people,  from  the  curse 
pronounced  on  Adam.  Blessed  be  the  God  of 
truth.  Sanctify  them  through  thy  truth;  thy  word 
is  truth.  I  pray  not  that  thou  shouldest  take  them 
out  of  the  world  ;  but  that  thou  mayest  keep  them 
from  the  evil.  It  is  my  earnest  desire,  through  the 
Spirit,  to  mortify  the  deeds  of  the  body,  so  that  I 
may  live,  and  do  the  work  which  Jehovah  has  ap- 
pointed for  me  to  do.  I  have  no  sufficiency  of  my- 
self  to  do  any  good  thing,  but  my  sufficiency  is  of 
God.  Without  me,  (says  Jesus  Christ,)  ye  can  do 
nothing ;  but  all  things  are  possible  to  him  that  be- 
lieveth,  and  nothing  is  impossible  with  God.  I  look 
not  at  the  sufferings  of  the  present  time,  but  1  look, 
(as  my  divine  example  did,)  to  the  joy  which  is  set 
before  me,  in  (he  everlasting  Gospel  of  life  and  im- 
mortality. 

When  Joseph  Holgate,  arrived  (in  this  my  native 
land,)  I  was  in  prison  in  Windsor  gaol.  I  had 
eighty  days  false  imprisonment,  before  my  trial 
came  on,  which  was  on  the  17th  of  12th  mo.,  1841. 

My  trial  was  kept  till  last,  but  it  was  better  than 
the  first,  for  the  first  got  a  sentence,  and  I  was  ac- 
quitted. The  last  shall  be  first.  Between  four  and 
5  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  the  trial  commenced, 
and  ended  at  six  o'clock,  (Friday,)  just  as  the  Sab- 
bath commenced,  three  of  our  members  were  with 
me,  and  we  walked  out  of  town  towards  Penrith, 
kept  our  Sabbath  hour  after  sun-set  in  the  bu§b,  and 
reached  the  house  of  James  Mc  Manus,  a  member. 

My  trial  was  as  follows. — The  indictment  was 
read.*  The  Queen,  against  John  Tuckwell.  (God 
forbid,  that  the  Queen,  whom  I  expect  to  be  my 
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best  friend  on  earth,  should  be  against  me !  I  am 
sure  the  Queen  would  be  ashamed  of  being  against 
a  preacher  of  righteousness,  who  is  endeavouring 
by    righteousness  to  exalt  her  nation  and  throne ! 
(Righteousness   exalteth  a    nation.)      The  charge 
was  blasphemy.     Preaching  blasphemy !  at  Penrith, 
on  Sunday,  the  19th  of  9th  month,  1841.     The  chair- 
man asked,  whether  I   was  guilty  or  not  guilty  ?  I. 
said,  Before  I  can  answer  that  question,  I  beg  leave 
to  ask,  what  is  blasphemy?  When  my   Lord  and 
Master  stood  before  Pontius    Pilate,  the  truth  was 
charged  with  blasphemy.    If  the  truth  be  blasphemy. 
I  plead  guilty.     I  refuse  to  be  tried   in  this  colony 
by  my  enemies.     I  appeal  to  the  Queen  and  twelve 
Judges,  for  an  impartial  trial.     The  chairman  said, 
I  must  take  my  trial  here,  he  did  not  know  of  any 
who   were  enemies  to  me.     If  I  thought  proper,  I 
could  object  to  any  of  the  Jury.     The  bibles  were 
then  put  into  the  hands  of  the  Jurymen,  and  as  they 
were  taking  the  oath,    I  held   the    law  open  in  my 
hand,  and  read  out  aloud,  Swear  not  at  all.    He  that 
swearetb,  shall  be  cut  off.     Swear  not  by  any  oath, 
lest  ye  fall  into  condemnation.     I  said  further,  Do 
you  intend  to  try  me  by  those  who  are  breaking  the 
law  of  God,  for  a  breach  of  your  law,  which  makes 
void  the  commandments  of  the  Most  High!  When 
Jesus  and  his  disciples  were  charged  with  transgres- 
sing the  traditions  or  laws  of  the  elders;  he  said,  Ye 
hypocrites,  why  do  ye  make  void  the  command- 
ments of  God,  by  your  traditions  ?     Is  not  this  the 
same,  to  bring  people  into  the  presence  of  God,  and 
compel  them  to  swear  contrary  to  the  command- 
ment of  God,  for  the  sake  of  filthy  lucre,  and  there- 
by make  void  his  commandment,  which  says,  Swear 
not  at  all  ?     The  chairman  here  stopped  me,  and 
said,  They  did  not  want  me  to  preach  here.     They 
then  went  on.     John  Williams,  chief  constable,  of 
Penrith,  stated  more  than  he  did  at  Penrith,  adding 

c 
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to  it  (members  of  council,)  which   I  detected  and 
proved  him  false.     He  swore  that  I  said,  the  judges 
and  magistrates,  and  ministers,  did  take  tip  or  bribe  ; 
that  the  church,  (pointing*  at  the  church  at  Penrith,) 
is  an  abomination  and  imposition ;   that  I  was  an 
apostle  sent  from  God,  to  preach  for  the  ingathering- 
of  Israel,  from  the  east  and  west,  and   north  and 
south,  and  all  other  religions  were  false,  except  the 
one  I  preached.     The  other  witness  differed  from 
him,  saying,   The  churches  were  an  abomination 
and  imposition.     He  did  not  hear  me  say,  I  was  an 
apostle  sent  from  God,  &c.     One  of  the  jury,  had 
John  Williams  called  in  again,  and  asked,  How  far 
did  he  stand  from  me  when  I   was  preaching  ?    He 
said,  About  five  yards.     A  juryman  said,  I  do  not 
believe  a  word,  that   chief  constable  says,     I  then 
had  the  offer  by  the  solicitor,  to  hear  read,  if  I  wish- 
ed, the  statement  of  a  third  witness,  and   constable, 
at  Penrith,  who  interrupted  me  while  preaching ; 
but  got   discharged   soon  after,   and  disappeared. 
I  said,  If  he  has  got  so  small  as  not  to  be  seen,  I  do 
not  wish  to  hear  any  thing  about  him  ;  there  will 
many  more  disappear  so   as  not  to  be  seen,  who 
are  fighting  against  the  work  of  the  Lord.     I  a^ked 
John  Williams,  if  he  had  not  been  to  a  penal  settle- 
merit  ?  He  said,  I  do  not  think  proper  to  answer 
that  question.     I  asked  again,  Were  you  not  at  a 
penal  settlement,  and  were  you  not  flogged  there? 
He  answered,  I  came  to  the  colony  a  prisoner.  I  said, 
I  believe,  that  the  character  of  persons  is  looked  to 
in  courts  of  justice.     Here  is  a  double   convicted 
felon,  who  has  been  flogged  at  a  penal  settlement, 
brought  as  a  witness  against  me.    The  false  witnesses 
who  were   brought  against  my  Lord  and  Master, 
were  the  worst  of  characters.     I  am  a  free  subject, 
of  Her  Majesty's,  and  can  defy  all  the  records  upon 
tbe  earth,  to  prove  one  charge  of  crime  against  me, 
during  my  life.     I  asked  the  other  witness,  whether 
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I  pointed  at  the  church  in  Penrith,  or  held  the  bible 
alternately  with  both  hands  ?  He  answered,  With 
both  hands,  and  he  could  not  say,  that  I  pointed  at 
the  church  ;  but  the  book  was  in  my  hand  which  was 
towards  the  church,  at  the  time  I  spoke  of  the 
churches.  I  asked  him,  Did  you  see  any  person 
laughing  or  making  a  mock  of  what  I  was  preach- 
ing ?  He  answered,  Yes.  I  asked,  What  sort  of  per- 
sons were  they,  members  of  our  society,  or  worship- 
pers of  Bacchus,  who  had  just  come  from  Perry's 
house  of  worship,  where  the  grog  bottle  was  wor- 
shipped ?  He  answered,  I  believe  they  came  across 
the  road  :  I  did  not  see  any  of  the  members  laugh- 
ing or  mocking.  I  then  replied,  It  is  written,  There 
shall  come  scoffers  and  mockers  in  the  last  times  ; 
and  here  we  see  the  fulfilment  of  the  scriptures.  If 
Williams  thought  fit  to  scoff  and  mock,  at  my 
preaching,  is  it  reasonable  for  me  to  bear  the  blame ; 
if  so,  I  must  bear  it  for  him.  The  chairman  said, 
He  did  not  wish  it  to  be  understood,  that  I  was  suf- 
fering as  a  martyr,  and  requested  me  to  make  my 
defence.  I  lifted  up  my  right  hand  toward  heaven, 
and  held  the  little  book  of  laws  and  articles  of  faith, 
sermons,  &c,  open  in  my  left  hand,  and  said,  with  a 
loud  voice,  If  any  man  love  not  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  let  him  be  anathema,  maranatha.  All  present 
seemed  to  look  with  amazement.  I  rejoice  to  think, 
that  I  am  counted  worthy  to  suffer  persecution,  re- 
proach and  shame,  for  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ; 
and  it  is  written,  "  Blessed  are  ye,  when  men  shall 
revile  you,  and  persecute  you,  and  shall  say,  all 
manner  of  evil  against  you,  falsely,  for  my  name's 
sake."  I  stand  before  the  judgment  seat  of  the 
beast,  and  plead  for  the  law  of  God,  against  the  laws 
of  men,  which  make  void  his  commandments  ;  for 
people  are  compelled  to  swear  contrary  to  the  scrip- 
tures. The  chairman  here  interrupted  me  again,  not 
wishing  for  me  to   preach  there,  but  make  my  de- 
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fence.  I  continued  thus,  To  come  pointedly  to  the 
case;  on  Sunday,  the  19th  of  9th  month,  I  preached 
at  Penrith,  from  Genesis  xxii.  8.,  which  was  the  dis- 
course between  Abraham  and  bis  son  Isaac,  when 
he  was  on  his  way  to  offer  him  up  as  a  sacrifice,  ift 
obedience  to  the  divine  command. 

"  Abraham  when  severely  tried, 

His  faith  by  his  obedience  showed ! 

He  with  the  harsh  command  complied, 
And  gave  his  Isaac  back  to  Gr>d  !v 
I  proved  from  Scripture,  that  Abraham  found  a 
ram,  not  a  Lamb  ;  therefore,  God  had  to  provide  for 
himself  a  lamb,  for  a  burnt  offering ;  and  the  text 
was  a  prophecy  of  the  lamb  of  God,  who  was  to 
take  away  the  sin  of  the  world.  This  was  fulfilled, 
when  John  the  Baptist  said,  "  Behold  the  Lamb  of 
God,  which  taketh  away  the  sin  of  the  world."  In 
the  application  of  my  discourse,  I  had  occasion  to 
reprove  some  of  our  members,  who  had  taken  the 
law  into  their  own  hands,  when  reviled  and  mocked, 
and  thereby  brought  themselves  under  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  Satan's  power — the  authorities,  which  are  or- 
dained of  God,  for  the  correction  and  punishment 
of  sin,  to  be  a  terror  to  evil  doers,  but  not  to  those 
who  do  well.  I  said,  They  ought  to  follow  the 
Lamb,  whithersoever  he  goeth.  This  is  the  mark 
of  the  elect,  (Ilev.  J 4th,)  He  is  our  perfect  exam- 
ple that  we  should  follow  his  steps.  When  he  was 
reviled,  he  reviled  not  again.  Be  not  overcome  of 
evil,  but  overcome  evil  with  good.  Dearly  beloved, 
avenge  not  yourselves,  but  rather  give  place  unto 
wrath  ;  for  it  is^lritten,  Vengeance  is  mine,  I  will 
repay  saith  the  Lord.  Earthly  judges  and  magis- 
trates may  take  bribe,  or  what  is  commonly  or  vul- 
garly called  tip;  but  God  will  take  none;  he  will  do 
justice  betwixt  man  and  man.  I  did  not  say,  they 
did  take  tip  or  bribe;  but  they  may,  or  might  do  so, 
and  if  they  did,  you  are  likely  to  suffer,  for  taking 
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the  law  into  your  own  hands,  though  aggravated  to 
do  so.  "  You  should  have  put  your  cause  into  the 
hands  of  God,  instead  of  returning  evil   for  evil.     I 
said,  The  churches  were  the  old  heavens,  which  were 
to  pass  away,  with  a  great  noise,  the  noise  of  war 
and    bloodshed,    because  of  the  abominations  and 
impositions  of  men,  imposed  on  the  word   of  God, 
which  is  given  for  our  rule  and  guide,  under  the  in- 
fluence of  his  Spirit.     The  opinions  of  men,  have 
become  their  rule  and  guide,  instead  of  the  truth  of 
God.     This  is  the  cause  of  so  many  sects  and  par- 
ties, one  differing  from  another;  they  are  all   gone 
astray,  every  one  to  his  own  way  of  thinking,  and 
the  Lord  hath  laid  upon  him,  (Jesus)  the  iniquity 
of  us  all.     I  never  used  such  language  as  to  say,  I 
was  an  apostle  sent  from   God,  &c.,  as   stated   by 
Williams,  this  is  entirely   false  swearing.      I  beg 
leave  to  state,  that  I  have  subpoenal  several  witness- 
es, who  were  present  at  the  preaching,  but  they  are 
not  allowed  to  swear,  being  under  the  law  of  God, 
which  forbids  swearing  by  any  oath,  therefore  you 
are  at  liberty  to  reject  them,  and  you  have  full  scope 
to  fill  up  the  measure  of  your  iniquity,  having  tem- 
poral power  in  your  own  hands,  so  that  you  can  re- 
fuse the  witness  of  those  who  are  always  under  an 
oath,  in  covenant  with  God,  to  speak  the  truth,  and 
not  lie  one  to  another,  and  accept  the  witness  of 
those  who  do  not  scruple  to  swear  falsely,  to  accom- 
modate their  vile  purposes.     The  laws  of  the  beast 
are  directly  opposed  to  the  laws  of  the  Most  High. 
The  chairman  then  replied,  I  wil^et  you  see  then, 
that    your   witnesses  shall    be    h^prd   in  this   case, 
though  they  would  not  be  allowed  in  some  cases. 
Thomas  Frost  was  called  in,  and  permitted  solemnly 
to  affirm,  the  truth,  the  whole  truth,  and  nothing  but 
the  truth  ;  without  the  oath.     I  asked  him,  did  you 
hear  me  assert  (in  preaching,  at  Penrith,  on  the  19th 
of  9tb  month  last,)  that  the  judges,  magistrates,  min- 
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isters,  and  members  of  council,  did  take  tip  or  bribe? 
He  answered,  No  ;  you  said,  If  judges  and  magis- 
trates take  bribe  or  tip,  there  is  one  God  who  will 
not;  you  did  not  mention  ministers  or  members  of 
council.  Did  you  hear  me  say,  That  the  church  is 
an  abomination  and  imposition?  No  ;  you  said,  The 
churches  were  labouring  under  a  great  mistake,  but 
they  were  right  for  the  common  salvation.  Did  1 
point  at  the  church  ?  No  ;  you  held  the  bible  first 
in  one  hand  and  then  in  the  other.  Did  you  hear 
me  say,  I  was  an  apostle,  sent  from  God,  to  preach 
the  ingathering  of  Israel,  from  east  to  west  and 
north  to  south,  and  all  other  religions  were  false, 
except  the  one  I  preached  ?  No  ;  and  if  you  had,  I 
should  not  have  believed  you.  This  caused  great 
laughter  throughout  the  court.  Did  you  see  any 
scoffing  ?  Yes,  two  or  three  that  c&me  from  the 
public-house,  across  the  road.  The  crown  prosecu- 
tor, asked  Thomas  Frost,  how  he  came  to  the  col- 
ony ?  He  answered,  Not  for  my  good  deeds,  but  for 
my  bad  ones.  I  came  to  the  colony  a  prisoner,  but 
betwixt  thirty  and  fory  years  I  have  not  had  one 
charge  against  me  for  crime;  Mr.  North,  who  is  now 
present  can  testify  this,  for  he  has  known  me  ever 
since  he  has  been  magistrate,  in  Windsor.  Mr. 
North  smiled  aud  bowed  bis  head,  which  signified 
it  is  true.  Crown  prosecutor;  Were  you  not  con- 
stable for  some  time?  Yes.  Where  ?  In  Penrith. 
How  long  ?  Many  years.  I  suppose  you  know 
something  about  tip,  did  you  never  take  tip?  That 
is  best  knowiito  myself,  (laughter)  I  suppose,  you 
have  got  richfjple  you  were  constable  ?  No,  I  be- 
came poor,  I  spent  more  than  I  gained,  but  I  have 
altered  my  course,  it  would  not  do.  How  long 
have  you  altered  your  course?  Two  or  three  years. 
George  Frost,  was  called,  and  permitted  to  affirm 
the  same  as  his  father.  I  asked  him  the  same  ques- 
tions as  I  did  his  father.     His  answers  were  exactly 
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to  the  same  purpose,  which  showed  the  difference 
between  truth  and  falsehood.  They  were  both  un- 
acquainted with  the  charge  against  me,  not  having 
heard  it  before.  Crown  prosecutor,  Are  you  the  son 
of  Thomas  Frost  ?  Yes.  Have  you  not  made  this 
up  with  your  father,  before  you  came  here?  No,  we 
did  not  know  what  was  against  him.  Have  you  not 
been  with  him  in  gaol,  and  made  it  up  between  you  ? 
We  were  with  him  yesterday  and  to-day  ;  but  he  said 
he  did  not  know  what  they  might  swear  against  him. 
If  you  heard  him  say,  he  was  an  apostle  sent  form 
God,  &c,  would  you  believe  him?  Not  I.  As 
Wlliams  was  about  to  leave  the  court,  I  said  to  him, 
When  we  appear  before  the  judgment  seat  of 
Christ,  thou  wilt  not  say  as  thou  hast  to  day  ;  there 
will  be  no  false  swearing  there.  1  then  addressed 
the  court.  -How  strange  it  is,  that  a  notorious 
drunkard  should  be  permitted  to  lay  a  charge  against 
a  preacher  of  the  gospel,  which  ^condemns  his  prac- 
tice. One  who  only  a  short  time  back  said,  Bugger 
the  bible,  because  it  did  not  suit  his  purpose ;  and  now 
he  comes  forward  to  plead  for  it,  for  the  sake  of 
filthy  lucre.  My  Master  was  sold  for  thirty  pieces 
of  silver;  but  I  do  not  know  how  much  they  have 
got  for  selling  me,  by  false  swearing. 

I  was  sorry  to  see  Her  Majesty's  bench,  at  Pen- 
rith, disgraced  by  a  man  who  does  not  regard  truth, 
though  he  is  bound  by  oath,  to  do  justice  and  main- 
tain the  truth.  I  expected  Mr.  Lethbridge  would 
be  here  to  day,  to  prove  what  he  asserted  against 
me;  he  said,  it  was  his  determination  to  quash  our 
preaching;  and  Frost's  house,  an(%rocessions,  were 
a  nuisance,  and  every  one  knew,  Tuckwell  was  mad, 
(The  spiritual  man  is  mad,  Hosea  ix.  T.)  for  he  had 
been  two  or  three  times  in  the  lunatic  asylum.  I 
said,  I  must  be  very  mad  indeed,  to  be  two  or  three 
times  in  that  place,  and  not  remember  being  in  it 
once.     But  the  Devil  was  a  liar  from  the  foundation 
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of  the  world  ;  and  I  do  not  wonder  at  having  to 
meet  him,  walking  up  and  down  in  the  earth,  in  hu- 
man shape.  The  chairman,  summed  up  at  length 
the  whole  matter,  and  the  jury  retired  for  a  few 
minutes,  and  on  their  return,  one  said,  We  do  not 
believe  the  evidence  of  chief  constable  Williams. 
On  being  asked  if  tbay  had  all  agreed,  they  answered 
Yes.  Is  John  Tuckwell,  guilty  or  not  guilty,  of 
blasphemy  ?  They  gave  the  answer  for  me,  which 
I  refused  to  give,  at  first.  Not  guilty.  The  chair- 
man said^  John  Tuckwell,  you  are  discharged,  and 
I  hope  you  will  not  give  offence  to  any  of  the 
churches  in  future.  I  said,  God  forbid,  for  I  am 
commanded  to  give  no  offence,  to  jew,  nor  gentile, 
nor  the  church  of  God.     Farewell. 
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